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Declaration of the First East Asia Ministerial Conference on Sanitation and
Hygiene

Dated: 1st of December 2007

1. ¥e, the heads of national delegations atlerding the sl East Asia Ministeral Confarence on Sanitation and
Hygiane (EASAN 2007} held in the cty of Beppu on 30th of Movember and 12t of Decamber in this year 2007
which precedes the LN International Year of Sanitation 2008;

i. Recogmizing hal sustainable access Lo sanitation is ona of the targets stated in the Milennium Declaration ard
that many gavernments have set their own targets for both sanitation and hygione

ii. Ard furher recognizing tha! sanilalion, In combination wilh the means of practising hygienic behaviours, is
fundamantal ta the achievement of marny ather Millennium Development Goals which aur governments have
commilied to, defming sanitation as the sala collection, franspor, treatment or re-use of human waste aleng with
a healthy living envirsnment including the managemant of domestfic sofld waste and sullage, and defining hygizne
a5 dean and hoalthy behaviours

iii. And fudher recagnizing that our governments are signalores o the UN Genera! Assembly Resolution number
ARESE1M%2 which calis for the implomentation of the Hashimato Action Flan including the formation of regianal
fora to address inler alia the challenges of sanitalion and hwgiene

iv. And further recognizing thal the governments of Southeast and East Asian countries approved tha Charler of
thex Regional Forum on Environment and Health in August 2007 in Bangkak, Thadard and the wark plans of aix
rzgianal Thematic Warking Groups, induding the cne on waler supply, hygiene and sanitation

v, Ackrowigdging hal acoess Lo basic sanitation ard safe water supply and the practice of hyigienic behaviours
are all necessary for the hoalth and well being of the population and are necessary for people to live in dignity
and salely

vi. Mating thaf the burden of disease and death and aszociated economic casts in East Asia which anse from the
lack of such access i5 heavy and is not matched by commensurate investment in sanitalion, and hygions
promelion which would, in addilion to direct healih benefits, have sigrificant eeonamic benefits

wii, Uinderstandging that national and local governments have a crucial rale Lo play in selling palisy and steering
public imsastments (o promate a rapid up-scaling of progress in access lo saniation and the means of practising
Fygienic babaviours while recognising the equally important role of other aclors including the private soelor and
civil society

viil, and further understarding that the role of househaolds and individuals and partizuiardy wemean and children
are cruial in lhe realization of effective and suslainable programs for saritation and hygiene improvement

in. and further understanding that efleclive pragrams of sanitation and hygiens promotion reguie the cooperation
and coordination of efforts in many ministies including but not limiled to those responsible for baallh, water
resounces, ccucalion and planning

x, and further understanding that there is & growing scarcily of safe waler in tha region and a linked and urgent
need (o profect and conserve sources of clean water fram bath everuse and pollution

ai. Recognizing the depth and walue of our mutual experience and knowledge, the availabilily of positive

examples within our region and our polential Lo act together 1o improve access to sanifation and the means of
praciising hyglenis behaviours
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2. 0o hereby commil o

i Taka the necessary steps in redevant Ministnes of pur govemments at national and local fevel to achieve or
acoad e MOG target (oF sanitation in our respecive countries and (o encourags the privale seclar Lo take
similar £leps as appropriale

ii. fmprove the feval of investmant in sanilation and hygiona promation in our especlive counthies while
maintaining commenaurale invesimants in domestic water supply

iil, fovest i soafalion and Rygicae promabion in wags which spealically beneflt the poor and the wilnersbie and
Hhose with a bigh mogerce of wales and sanitahon-ralated disesse as well a3 those who currenty have the most
limited access to sanitation ard the moeans of praclising hygenic Dehavous

iv. Plan nveshments in ways which promote incremental improvements in all needy areas including in the ol
and urban contexls

w. Enable the padticipation of women, children, poor families, civil society as well 35 the public and private sectars
in lhe planning and implementation of sanilation and hygiene programs 2o thal they can bo sealed 19 be elfeclive
and sustainable

vl Sfrfvg 1o ensure that acoess to sanitation facllities and Lhe maans of praclising hygienic behaviours are
avallable in all scheals and that sanitation and hyglena are a focus of education in schools and that children
communicate those moessagos inle the wider community

vii. Provide strong leadarship throwgh Minisitios and local govornments responsibe lor finanes and planning o
that budgetary priarifies are linked to workable practical action plans with clear fines of responsibilily bobween and
amangst the various concemed Ministizs and local governments

wiil. Strergthen regional cosperation between and amangst our countries to faciitate sharing of knowledge ta
axpadila changs

i, Craale 8 regonad plailfarm for conperalion in samiahon aod egiene which would include an East Asia
Ministerial Conferance on Sanitation and Hygiene ta be held in tha region provisionally &t two-yearly intervals and
wioldd build an exisling fara and which would facilitate cooperation amang East Aslan countries as weall as
bietween our region and other regions of the warld

x. Play an achive role in all tha relevant activibies and aspects of the Intemational Year of Sanitalian,
3. We furibar call on

i, Devgionomen] tarks, GON0rs and Gl ovenments 1o suppodl our efiers and provide financial and fechnical
assislance {or sanilation amd hygiene promotion in EaslAsia at a level thal is commensurate with the challerges
ahead

i, Tha Asla Paoific Wiler Forum (APWF], o recognize EASAN 2007 and its follew-up as an integral parl of the
APWF process, o recognize this Declaration and ta pravide practical support in operationalising thesa
comimitments

ii. The G and other intergovermmenial groups o recognize ihe imporance of senitalion, fygisne and water for
glokal heaith, for their ciose interaction with climate changa and for ihe economic ard social benelits that thay
bring

v, Ottver regional fera including the Regeonal Forum on Environmeel and Heallh and the South Easl Asia Waler
Farurm ta alsa recagnize and supporl this Declaation ond assisl in eonverting hese commilments into ackons
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v, Regional ord nalforal olors o make use of the opporunilies provided by the UN Inlemational Year of
Eanitation 2008 10 mainlain and improve effarts in sanitalion and bygiene

Vi Retevant Mimatnes to take strong leadership and to create the necessany envircnment far effeciive national
sanitalion and hygieng pragrams.

And in recognition of this we make this declaration on the 1=t of Decembaor, 2007,

Hajl Brakhim Bin Haji 1smail
Fermanent Secretany Administation and Finance, Brune Darussalam

Lu Lay Sreng
Deputy Frime Minister 2nd Minister of Fural Development, Cambodia

Bai Huegurs
Vice Direclor Genaral, Ministry of Health, P.R. China

Wan Alkadri
Director far Enviranmental Health, Ministny of Heallh, Indonesia

Penmek Dalaloy
Minester, Ministry of Health, Lao PDR

Lirn Keng Yaik
Minister, Ministry of Energy, Water and Communications, Malaysia

Shagdar Sonomdagva
Sdvisar Lo the Binister, Ministiry of Conslbruction and Urban Dewvelopmeant, Mongodia

San Shway Wynn
Depuly Director General, Department of Heallh, Myanmar

Balma Cabilag
Member, House of Representatives. Philippines

Wah Yuen Long
Director, Public Uitites Board, Singapane

Marangsakdi Aungkasuvapala
Direeclor Ganaral, Departmant of Health, Thailznd

Wadalzna Soares
Wice Minster, Minmstry of Health, Timar Leste

Neuyen Bich Dat
Viee Mimistern, Mainistry of Planning and lmsestment, Yietnarm

Ob=arvers:

UMICEF

LNSGAS

Water and Sanitabon Program, e World Bank
Warld Health Organization
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