OPENNING SPEECH BY DR. BUI BA BONG – MARD VICE MINISTER
 AT THE ISG PLENARY 

(Hanoi, dated 7/11/2007)

Your Excellency, Mr. Bill Tweddel, Australian Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary (AEP) to Vietnam,
Your Excellencies
Representatives from international organizations 
Your distinguishes,
The Government of Vietnam has given highest priorities to agriculture and rural development over recent years. Therefore, Vietnam’s rural areas have undergone a vigorous change and basically shifted into a commodity production dramatically, relatively comprehensively developed and obtained average high economic growth (4%/year on average). Due attention has been paid to investing in rural infrastructure construction. A variety of large-scale industrial production units has been established; the administrative system at the grassroots level has been consolidated; democracy and social security and defense has been promoted in rural areas. Majority of rural people’s life has been remarkably improved.             
However, Vietnam’s rural and agricultural sector and Vietnamese farmers are facing up new challenges, that is:

Farmers are still adopting an obsolete, small-sized and fragmented production mode in many rural areas, as a consequence, their production is low and riskily prone to natural disasters, diseases and market changes.  
Land area owned by farmer households is mostly too small, restricting opportunities to increase the income from the major cultivation sector in the meanwhile the development possibility of livestock, aquaculture and other non-agricultural sectors remains limited. 
The yield and quality of some kinds of agricultural products is not yet high, leading to poor competitiveness, especially in case of vegetables and livestock. Some fundamental growth elements of the agricultural sector such as land and labor force have been diminished while the possibility of investment, research and agricultural scientific application is still limited, resulting in a slow growth of the sector    
In short, there still exist many urgent issues in the rural areas, like high poverty, high unemployment, more serious environmental pollution, bigger gap of incomes and life between urban area and rural area, contracted agricultural land area caused by industrialization and modernization, undeveloped rural services and unsatisfactory education and health care services         
Yours distinguished ladies and gentlemen,
Aiming to overcome challenges and attain an equal and sustainable rural development, Vietnam is required to develop a master strategy for people-centered rural development by the year 2020. Rural people’s different activities and their complicated interrelations, social and cultural issues and living environment shall lie at the central of all their intentions.      

In parallel with the completion of the Strategy, an Action Plan is also to be elaborated. Issues related to rural economy, natural resource management, rural infrastructure and service development, rural human resource development and rural society organization shall be thoroughly and adequately considered and pondered.    

Since the majority of local population and different sectors are involved in the rural development. Aiming to develop rural areas in an equal and sustainable way, many economic sectors and social components are required to make greatest efforts to making the participatory approach and long-term  to making the participatory approach and long-term commitments. I do hope that many valuable recommendations shall be given at this platform in an attempt to orientate our future activities.           

To finish my speech at the ISG Plenary, I would like to express my sincere thanks to all donors, international non-government organizations (NGOs) and international experts for their efforts to provide us with knowledge, financial support and labor force. Your kind support has encouraged us to develop an equitable and sustainable rural community in Vietnam. 
