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I. Introduction

Education, training and awareness raising of environment have been seen as one of the basical and important measure to protect the environment, in which forestry activities are integral part. Particularly in this period of time, as the forestry activities have been socialized, the involvement of local communities has been gradually increased. 
The principle 19 of the UN conference on “human environment” held in Stockhom in 1972 states that “the education on environment to young generations as well as adults in how to become moral people and fully aware of protecting and improving the living environment”. The UN Environment Program (UNEP) together with UNESCO established the International environment education program (IEEP). At the Summit Conference on the Earth (Rio-92) the environmental education once again repeated and impeded into the 21 Agenda on: Education, training and awareness of the masses  under requirement that: "it is necessary to put the environment and development concepts, including concept of population into all education programmes. Young generations were encouraged to participate to the researches and studies on health and environment while developing curriculums to pupils and students. 

Vietnam has paid due attention to the education, training and awareness raising of environment. This is reflected in various policies and laws on environment protection. Recently, Resolution 41 of the central political bureau on environment protection, national action plan on environment and sustainable development. The environment protection law (revised) took effect since July 2006, in which chapter XI regarding to the humane resource to protect the environment also reflects the advocacy activities to environment protection in a separate article 106.  

2. Role of communication to forestry activities in Vietnam: 

· Advocate the political guidelines, policies and state laws on forest plantation and protection. 

 (Communication agencies play active role in this aspect)  

· Advocate typical models and lessons learnt of typical examples and innovated approaches applicable to forestry. This is very important since forestry socialization requires wider involvement and participation of local communities. 

· Detect and analyze shortcomings of forest plantation and protection, which supports management agencies to timely deal with violations while supplementing revisions to state laws and regulations (National program 327, 5MHRP, forest fires, illegal logging, fighting against rangers, provide legal basis to the rangers, etc.).  

· The case of deforestation in Tánh Linh – Bình Thuận province during 1996- 1997 is typical. After a long time of intensive and extensive deforestation, to 1997, following numbers of investigative reports on the case conducted by VTV1 and publiced by various newspapers, finally the deforestation agents were taken to the court. This is a typical instance of insufficient management of forest resources, corruption together with degeneration of some particular individuals of localities to collude with the deforesters to harvest illegally huge forest area and taking time to detect and fight against the case. In addition to this typical case, there were numerous serious cases being detected in recent years in Kon Tum, Gia Lai, Bình Thuận, Nghệ An, Bắc Giang, Phú Quốc national park and informed by the news agencies (2003). The most recent case was the illegal logging in Kon Ka Kinh national park. Huge amount of logs were harvested illegally within a long period of time without any detection by agencies, which proves the insufficient management approach of the state agencies being in charge, particularly those who have authority to issue legal permission for harvesting and harvesting control.  

· From 2000 to 2006, numerous cases of violators opposing the executors and cases in which rangers were injury or killed. And cases in which the violators were initially sentenced not to be involved in illegal logging. Finally, together with professional analysis of the communication agencies, the violators were taken to the court. 
(For instance, the case of Hoàng Minh Huệ) 

3. Difficulties faced by the communication agencies in accessing to the forestry information sources: 

·      So far, there has not yet any particular forum or seminar on forestry and forest sector support program organized for participation of journalists. Thus, information on forestry activities was not exchanged regularly, mutually and timely. Most of information posted on the mass media currently is detected by journalists themselves. Most of news agencies and televisions have not yet developed any specific forestry column in spite of being substantial part theme.  
· There are numbers of specializations within the forestry sector such as plantation techniques, etc. that are difficult to be accessed by communication agencies. And consequently only the surface of the iceberg is reflected.

4. Recommendations: 

· To establish a forum for accession of journalists working on forestry issues, which is temporarily called “Forum for forestry journalists” to have opportunities to share information, professional knowledge, etc.

· Work together with the communication agencies to develop separate forestry column, etc. 

Above is my personal comments being in the position of professional journalist working on environment issues, including forestry aspect. I do hope to receive comments and contributions from all participants. 
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