List of major legal documents issued in September 2007 concerning agricultural and rural development sector.

	No.
	Issuing body, title and subject of document 
	Summary of key contents

	By the government

	1. 
	Decree 139/2007/ND-CP dated 5th Sept. 2007 by the Government providing detailed guidelines for the implementation of some articles in the Business Law.

(signed by Prime Minister Nguyen Tan Dung)


	Including 31 articles: regulating a list of 14 areas in which doing business is banned. Others will be regulated in relevant legal documents of specific areas. All legal entities, including foreign invested enterprises are entitled to establish or join in the establishment of enterprises in Vietnam. Organizing or changing type of enterprise (from one-member limited company to more than two member limited company; joint-stock company or more than two member limited company to one-member limited company; limited company in to joint-stock company) must follow simple procedures in conformity with the practice. These processes have to be in accordance with the law. The changing proposals have to be submitted to the competent business registration agency.

	By the Prime Minister 

	2. 
	Decision 149/2007/QĐ-TTg dated 10th Sept. 2007 by the Prime Minister approving the national program on food hygiene and safety program period 2006-2010

(signed by Prime Minister Nguyen Tan Dung)


	The objective of the program: 90% of producers and 80% of consumers understand and conduct right implementation on food hygiene and safety by 2010. In addition, strengthening capacity for the management, inspection and testing system from Central level to provinces and in line ministries/agencies; increasing awareness and implementation of food hygiene and safety as well as responsibility awareness of the producers, traders, and consumers. 

The program concludes 6 components: Improving capacity to manage the quality of food hygiene and safety in Vietnam; Information, education and communication for ensuring food hygiene and safety; strengthening food testing capacity, monitoring and food-originated diseases; ensuring food hygiene and safety in producing, preserving, processing agriculture products and food; ensuring disease safety, environment safety, and food safety for fishing products; Ensuring street-food hygiene and safety. 



	3. 
	Decision 147/2007/QĐ-TTg dated 10th Sept. 2007 by the Prime Minister providing some policies on production forest development period 2007 – 2015

(signed by Prime Minister Nguyen Tan Dung)


	The decision includes 3 chapters and 20 articles, applying for those organizations, households, individuals, local communities who conduct forest planting, exploiting, and processing in complying with Vietnam’s laws. The projects regulated by the Decision 151/2006/NĐ-CP dated 20th Dec. 2006 and the areas for forest planting supported by ODA funds are not subjected to this Decision’s regulation. The state encourages organizations, households, individuals of all economic sectors to plant forest and process forest products in complying with the law on forest protection and development. 

	By the Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Development 

	4. 
	Directive 77/2007/CT-BNN dated 6th Sept. 2007 speeding up the control of prohibited chemicals and antibiotic in production, fishing and preservation of seafood and residues in imported- exported seafood 

(Signed by Minister Cao Duc Phat)
	Under the Directive, Directors of Fisheries/Agriculture and Rural Development Departments in provinces/cities are to steer their affiliated animal health and hygiene safety and quality management agencies to inspect immediately the control of prohibited chemicals, antibiotics in fishing, exploiting, and preservation of seafood. Infringed units have to be treated strictly; the competent agencies are requested to withdraw the business registration certificates of those breaking the laws on seafood trading. All imported catfish, crustacean (crabs, lobsters), poulp, cuttle to be processed for exporting or domestic consumption have to be under residues controlling. 

	5. 
	Directive 78/2007/TT-BNN dated 11th Sept. 2007 guiding the implementation of the project agriculture – forestry – fishery extension and supporting the development of industries under the National Poverty Reduction Program period 2006-2010 – 

(Signed by Vice Minister Ho Xuan Hung)
	Under the directive, the implementation of the Agriculture Extension and Production Development must be conducted in a transparent, democratic way and within the scope of the master plan of the Poverty Reduction Program period 2006-2010, and must be linked with the commune, district, and province social-economic development plans. The Directive regulates the objective, subject and assistance rate of the program. It also guides the process of formulating, appraising and approving projects. 

	6. 
	Circular 79/2007/TT-BNN dated 20th Sept. 2007 amending some items of the Circular 01/2007/TT-BNN dated 15th Jan. 2007 guiding the implementation of the Production supporting Project under the Program 135 period 2006-2010

(signed by Vice Minister Ho Xuan Hung)
	According to the Circular 79/2007/TT-BNN, followings are subjected to be supported by the project: agriculture, fishery and industry extension activities, development and dissemination of production models, seeds, breeds, production materials (for poor households), supporting for purchasing of production equipments and tools, processing and preservation equipments. The circular also guides the process of formulating, appraising, approving investment plans. 

   

	7. 
	Circular 80/2007/TT-BNN dated 24th Sept. 2007 guiding the planning of agro-forestry production linked with agro-forestry product processing and consumption and the procedures of production support for the Son La hydro-power resettled areas 

(Signed by Vice Minister Ho Xuan Hung)
	The circular orients the agro-forestry planning linked with agro-forestry product processing and consumption for the Son La hydro-power resettled areas towards diversified, typical, sustainable, and effective production in order to increase income, and improve the living conditions in these areas.  
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