List of legal documents issued in August 2007 concerning agricultural and rural development sector 

	NO
	Issuing body, title and subject of document 
	Summary of key contents

	By the Government

	1. 
	Government’s Decree No. 129/2007/ND-CP dated 02 August 2007 specifying penalties imposed on administrative violations to dyke management regulations.

	According to this Decree, all the administrative violations to the dyke management regulations must be timely detected, penalized and immediately suspended. 

The maximum pecuniar penalty for a behavior of violation is 30 million dongs. The penalization process must be quick, fair and strict; all the consequences to dykes and other related structures due to the behavior of administrative violation must be settled in accordance with the prevailing law …

The organization or individual penalized for the administrative violation in the field of dyke management shall have to implement, in a serious manner and within 10 days, the decision of penalty made by the responsible person. The prescription of a penalty to administrative violation to dyke management regulations is 2 years, counting from the day the behavior of violation takes place; if the prescription is over, penalty will not be implemented, but measures for consequences recovery will still be applied.

	By the Prime Minister

	2. 
	Prime Minister’s Decision No. 129/2007/QD-TTg dated 02 August 2007 regarding the issuance of Regulation on office culture in state administrative agencies 


	According to this Decision, smoking is strictly prohibited in offices, except festival events, ceremonies, new year’s events and diplomatic receptions, provided that it is permitted by the leadership of the agency. Placing alters, burning incense or cooking in offices are not allowed. 
Collecting fees for keeping means of transport of visitors coming to the agencies for transactions and official works is strictly banned; so does commercial advertisement in public offices …
Government’s employees and civil servants must bring official cards while performing their tasks, and must present polite and respectfull behaviours to visitors. Saying rude words, using slang, shouting at visitors will not be acceptable ...  

	3. 
	Prime Minister’s Decision No. 132/2007/QD-TTg modifying and amending some provisions in Prime Minister’s Decision No. 309/2005/QD-TTg dated 26 November 2005 on support to finance prevention and control of avian influenza (AI) epidemics
	According to this Decision, veterinarians and others who are directly involved in prevention and control of AI epidemics, e.g. culling, destroying contaminated chicken products, spraying chemicals for disinfection, and  working at quarantine posts, will be entitled to financial support with the maximum level at 50,000 VND/person/day for a working day, and 100,000 VND/person/day for a public day-off, festival day, new year’s event, etc....
For provinces and cities under the central government’s direct control which have to spend more than 1,000 million VND for prevention and control of AI epidemics, they will be supported by the central budget up to 50% of the expenditure ... 

	By the Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Development

	4. 
	Decision No. 71/2007/ QD-BNN dated 6 August 2007 concerning regulations on order of steps and procedures for veterinary medicine testing and experimenting
	According to this Decision, the procedure for testing and experimenting veterinary medicine consists of 4 steps, namely: preparation of testing/experimenting documents; appraisal and notification of testing/experimenting results, and issuance of Decision on testing/experimenting; implementation of testing/experimenting contract and terms of reference; and verification of testing/experimenting results. This Decision also clearly specifies responsibilities of different agencies in testing/experimenting veterinary medicine.

	5. 
	Decision No. 72/2007/QD-BNN dated 6 August 2007 issuing Regulation on veterinary medicine inspection 
	This Decision specifies cases when veterinary medicine must be checked of quality, cases when such a quality check is not needed, and contents and mechanism for quality check of veterinary medicine. It also provides for quality inspection of veterinary medicine, and treatment of sub-standard veterinary medicine.

	6. 
	Decision No.  73/2007/QD-BNN dated 8 August 2007 issuing Regulation on organizational set-up and operations of Steering Committee and Project Management Units (PMUs) under 5 million ha afforestation project 
	This Regulation provides detailed instructions on how to implement Provisions 11 and 12 of the Prime Minister’s Decision No. 661/QD-TTg dated 29 July 1998 regarding objectives, functions, tasks, policy and implementation arrangements of the 5 million ha afforestation project. The Regulation specifies duties, tasks and mandates of the project Steering Committee, and PMUs at various levels, including the ministerial, provincial and grassroot levels, and the relationship and working regime thereof.

	7. 
	Decision No. 74/2007/QD-BNN dated 17 August 2007 issuing Regulation on operational procedures for Cam Son reservoir in Bac Giang province 
	According to this Decision, Cau Son Irrigation Management Company is the operator and regulator of Cam Son reservoir. The Decision specifies provisions on operating the reservoir in the flood season, the dry season, and in emergency cases.

	8. 
	Decision No. 75/2007/QD-BNN dated 17 August 2007 issuing Regulation on management of national agricultural extension programs and projects 
	This Regulation specifies procedures for formulation, appraisal and approval of agricultural extension programs and projects; implementation, supervision, monitoring and evaluation, measurements for acceptance and liquidation of projects and programs; responsibilities and mandates of organizations and individuals involving in agricultural extension projects and programs.

	9. 
	Circular No. 76/2007/TT-BNN dated 21 August 2007 giving instructions on using forests and forest lands to cultivate rubber trees in Central Highlands 
	This Circular specifies conditions, authority to decide land use changes, namely shifting forests and forest lands to agricultural land for cultivating rubber trees; procedures for such a project formulation and approval; procedures and order of steps to shift parts of land of agricultural and forestry farms for cultivating rubber trees in the Central Highlands.
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